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I came to Indlanapolis in August 1953, A year later in June, 1954, an old

Albuquerque friend, Bob Murray, who had been teaching in Orrville, Ohlo,

decided to come to Indiana and securea a tegehing position 1n Acton.

Bob enrolled in graduate courses at Indiana University in Sept. 195, and one of
the courses was taught at the Indiana University Medical Uenter, A few weeks
later, while in the Student Center there, he noticed a 3x5 card on the Bulletin
Board publiciging a hike along the old Canal, and being interested in the history
of the area deoided to attend.,

He arrived at the meeting place at the covered parking lot in Broad Ripple, but
found no one, He waited some time, and was finally approached by the leader,
Mary Alice Oval, She inquired if he had eome to hike, and when he told herf he
had, the two made t.he hike,

Several weeks later, Mary Hufferd called Bob, and inforned him that she was
planning another hike to Geist Heservoir, and was calling people who might be
interested, This time we both attended, The orowd was largei#, possiblp elght or
nine people - most of whom were old friends, and we were the only two newcomers,
I can remember in addition to Bob and myself, Fra.m:eﬂaﬂ El_ligo:h Buth Thomson, Mary
Rufferd, Kay and Frank Zissis, Wilma Frans (Linele) Martha Rogers and Kay Misiura.
The hike remains vividly in ny mind as a result of the many briar patches we

kept hiking through, i

From then on, hikes were arranged in a hit-and-miss manner on an irregular |
schedule, The leader would call people who had been on hikes before < for the most
rort they were people who had been active} in the American Youth Hostels group,
before it had become dormant. Others who‘were active during this time veres
Eleanor Thompson, Mary Hemmer, Dora Brown Ruth Birch, Most of the hlkes were in
or about Indianapolis, and for the most part were on Sunday afternoons,

Sparked by Mary Hufferd and Ka;y .fiési;. a few of us began to thi& in terms of a

more formal organization and a larger membership, This "Frundowe Omewmtt 202 7 0
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Mary Hufferd and Kay Zi#fls, as welll as Frank Zissis, Bi11) Murphy, Bob

. Mumy.ancee Fl]ﬁgg}:. Ruth Thomson, Martha Ropers, Kay Miséura, and Wilma

Frans Lingie. Working together, it provided most of the leadership and planning
until the formal organization and adoption of the Constitution, The first

formal schedule was wofked out and plans were made for a public meeting at the War
Memorial in February 1956, Despite poor weather the turn-out was excellent, and
suffi€ient people indicated an interest in the Club that we decided to go ahead

with organisational plans. The group elected Bill Murphy, Chairman PrO-tem. and

Ruth Themson, Secrétary Pro-tem, and they remained in Office untill the first
election under the adofffled Constitution in the Fall, The program consisted of a

film on Mexleo with a speaker provided by one of the Airlines,

The newspapers supported the Club well (the columnists Tubby Toms and Lowell
Fusebaum, come to mind empeolally) the Library (Lila Brady), as well as the
Personnnel Departments of various industries and the government,

As I remember it, the first frGmal hike met at the Locomotive at Broad Ripple
Park, and there was a considerable group hiking the Tow Path,

The first over-night was held in the summer (1956)., Bob Murray had taken a gradate
course in Camping under Dr, Bob Tully of IU who had recently been appointed

Director of Bradford Uoods. and had been thera for a meeting. In those days, i’c

was completely primitive, lacking all bulldings except the brick Manor House and

garage, Bob Tully and his famlly were 1iving in the converted garage, He agreed
to providé kitchen help and all focd, as well_ as slepping accommodations for an
extremely reasonable fee, but did require a guarantee of twenty. ¥With absolubely
no money in the Treasury (and the members of the Planning Committee already
donating money and services as well as fefreshaenta for meetings etc.) it was a-
pomentous decislon, but we agreed, We managed to get ourv 20, but only because Don

Hippenstiel and Dave Klinkose really beat the bushes and brought in a few friends



who never before or after showed up at a Club activity. It did give us an
opportunity to know several of the newcomers, put them to work and later nominate
them among our first elected officers and directors,

During this period the 8tmering Committe was busy writing the Constitution.

Since I had had close contact with sh Cleveland Hiking Glub for many years, and
had found thebe Constitution relatively short but complete, I uged this as a basls
on which to sart work, although we had also secured coples of the Cincinmatl and

Louisville Clubs as well, During this perlod we met weekly, to discuss sections,

rewrite, etc, Ve fi:-,ally ended up with one};’:éhought would be ez satisfactory for
conditions at the time, and elastic enough to meet many new conditions which we
might have been unable to foretell,

At the same time, Gertmude Koeéker was appointed Chairman of a committee to work
out standards and ooadltions.for membership (a copy of the Committee's report
should be in the Seoretary's files.) it was decided that when the Constitution
was finally adopted that all persons who had been attending the meetinss would
automatically become members 1f thgy so desired and pald dues, However, after this
group of Charter Members had joimed, future members would be admitted following
the new procedures,

For a number of years, the Glub membership was very flaid - many being new=-
conexrs to the Oiﬁy, and others who joined but did not find we met their needs =
but gradually a constantly growing group of longer term members developed who
were willing to plan and work together, The activities of the Club broadened, and
started holding Annual Week-ends withthe ﬁousiviile and Cincinnati Clubs including
such special events as Grand Opera at the Cinn, Zoojy evenings on the I.U.8howboat;
variocus outdoor programs, etc. |

Each Christmas I hear from many formér members from all parts of the U.8. People

who met in the Qlub have married and now have families, At least one of our
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former young members (according to Barron‘'s) has since become a millionalre

several times oveX. Many have died. Many others, 1 remember well, and wonder

what has happenfled to them.
With all the emphasis upon physical fitneess these days, especially Jogging and

walking, it 1is difffoult to reallze the difficulty we had in getting people
interested in hiking, kb our first meeting at the War Memorinl, and among Our
first Charter Members, we had a very high percentage of people who were born

and reared outside the United States. On some of our first hikes, we had new-

comers wearing no fogtwear but a pailr of r”lnsy sandals, whihc often falled to

laet even & short fl;ré mlles, 1 remember on & hike to the Goldfish Hatcherles near
Martinsville where we also hiked some of the back roads in the vicinitiy. It was

a large group for that time in the Club, and we were strung out é.long the road,

A lady driving a car cme along passing our stragglexs and by the time she got

to the head of the line stopped to linquire what we were doing. We expgained about
apd finally invited her to come sut and hike with us some time, She immediately

drew herself up, and informed us “BUT I HAVE A CARI™

Mecohen @ 1utucede



